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SUBJECT: ROK CRITICISM OF US ACTIONS 

1 . WE HAVE NOTICED CAMPAIGN IN ROK PRESS DENIGRATING US 
POSITION WITH RESPECT TO NORTH KOREA IN THE WAKE OF THE JSA 
INCIDENT. WE HAVE BEEN CRITICIZED FOR ALLEGEDLY INADEQUATE 
RESPONSE TO NORTH KOREANS AND FOR ACCEPTING NK STATEMENTS 
AT FACE VALUE. FURTHER COMMENTS REFER TO DISSATISFACTION 
WITH OUR OFFICIAL PUBLIC STATEMENTS AND APPEAR TO QUESTION 
THE FIRMNESS OF OUR POSITION. 

2. YOU ARE INSTRUCTED TO BRING OUR ANNOYANCE WITH THIS 
TYPE OF CRITICISM TO THE DIRECT ATTENTION OF PRESIDENT 
PARK. SUCH COMMENTS IN A CONTROLLED PRESS DIRECTED TOWARD 
US EFFORTS IN THE WAKE OF THE FIRM, EFFECTIVE AND PROMPT 
ACTION WE TOOK ARE UNWARRANTED. IT IS PARTICULARLY ANNOYING 
CONSIDERING THAT WE WORKED HARD AND PUT IN A MASSIVE FORCE 
TO BACK UP THE COMMITMENT WE HAVE TO THE DEFENSE AGAINST THE 
NORTH. F-4'S, F- Ill’S, B-52'S AND A CARRIER TASKFORCE ARE 

NOT A SLAP ON THE WRIST BUT A CLEAR SIGNAL TO NORTH KOREA 
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SHOULD BE OF SOME IMPORTANCE TO THE LONG-RUN SECURITY OF THE 
ROK. IT APPEARS TO US THAT PARK SHOULD RECOGNIZE THE BROAD- 
ER MEANING OF ALL THIS AND NOT NOW ALLOW HIS OFFICIALS TO 
MOUNT A CARPING CAMPAIGN. 

3. AS YOU MAKE THE ABOVE POINTS TO PARK, YOU ARE TO BE 
FIRM AND TO REMIND HIM THAT HIS EARLIER ADVICE WAS TO AVOID 
MILITARY ACTION UNLESS NECESSARY AND TO DO EXACTLY WHAT WE 
DID IN THE JSA. LATER HIS MINISTERS WERE TELLING US THAT 

WE SHOULD SEEK ASSURANCES FROM THE NORTH AGAINST FUTURE 
INCIDENTS. THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT WE INTEND TO DO, AS IS 
CLEAR FROM THE MESSAGE THAT IS TO BE DELIVERED AT THE NEXT 
MAC MEETING. WE ARE ALSO KEEPING THE MAJOR FORCES WE HAVE 
DEPLOYED IN PLACE FOR THE PRESENT AS FURTHER INDICATION 
OF THE SERIOUSNESS OF OUR PURPOSE. 

4. WHATEVER POSITION WE NOW TAKE, WE DO NOT EXPECT TO HAVE 
OUR MOTIVES OR OUR ACTIONS SUBJECT TO DIRECTED CRITICISM IN 
A PRESS WHICH, AS YOU KNOW, PRINTS WHAT THE GOVERNMENT 
ORDERS. WE HAVE A RIGHT TO EXPECT A BETTER REACTION THAN 
THAT. KISSINGER 
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